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It is the way in which they speak of having done
this and of what they saw that seems to me to show
indifference to death. There seems to be a general
feeling that the body is on view, as it were, and must
be seen by all, both neighbours and friends, old and
young. For example, a short time ago, two children
were talking. The teacher listened and one was
urging the other to go to see the body of a woman
whom they both knew. The teacher asked the little
one had she been and she said, ' Yes teacher, I see'd
her and she did look nice.' Again, the funeral is
invariably called a tea-party. For instance, about
a month ago a child asked me in quite an excited
manner if he could stay away for half a day. I asked
the reason. He replied, ' We're having a party for
my uncle Jim.' I naturally concluded that as uncle
Jim was a soldier, he must be home on leave, so I
said ' Oh hasn't he finished being a soldier now ? '
The child looked at me in a very disgusted way and
said, emphatically, 'No, he's dead/ The child told
us next day that he had had cake, jellies and custard.
No thought was shewn at all for the fact that a death
had taken place, only joy at the good time he had had.
With regard to the housing problem : several of our
children come from small houses where there arc
only two rooms up and two down. Now when a
death occurs in one of those houses the corpse cannot
always be placed in a separate room. Imagine the
result. A few years ago, one of our babies died, so
the teacher went to the house with some flowers.
Imagine her surprise when, on going into the living
room, the mother simply drew back some curtains
from a recess in the window and there lay the corpse.